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COUNCIL WORKSHOP
Monday - March 17, 2003

Lewis County Fire District 12 Headquarters
1818 Harrison Ave. Centralia, Washington

Mayor Browning called the Workshop to order at 7:09 pm.

Councilors Ted Shannon, Bonnie Canaday, Bill Moeller, Carol Lee Neely and Lee
Coumbs were present.

Staff present included City Manager J.D. Fouts, City Attorney Shannon Murphy, Fire
Chief Ray Denman, Captain Greg Schwartz and Firefighter Eric Olson.

City Manager J.D. Fouts thanked everyone for coming and introduced the joint venture
to enhance services to the public. He explained that FD 12 Chief Mike Kyta would give
a PowerPoint presentation, followed by the opportunity to discuss details and review the
agreements.

FD 12 Chief Kyta presented the proposal overview, concluding at 7:40 p.m. Chief Kyta
also distributed a cost overview and explained how FD 12 would switch to Local Access
for compatibility in communicating with the Centralia Fire Department.

Randy Strozyck commented that he recently completed negotiations with the Seattle
Fire Department and believed the amount of effort that has gone into creating this
proposal is huge, perhaps more than the Seattle negotiations. He extended big kudos
to both Chiefs and their staff.

City Manager Fouts believes the consultant currently evaluating fire and police services
for Centralia and Chehalis will include this partnership in their recommendations.

Mayor Browning asked for comments from the public.

Councilor Coumbs stated he was impressed with the work that has been done.

Councilor Moeller agreed with Councilor Coumbs, adding he would eventually like to
see the partnership go a step further to create one entity.

Councilor Shannon remarked that the proposal came from the Chiefs, Captains,
attorneys and that since everyone is on board, there were no questions.

Councilor Canaday commented that the proposed partnership has been worth the wait
and is very exciting.
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Councilor Neely stated this was an exciting proposal and will be something wonderful
for the surrounding community.

Mayor Browning stated that one of the most important elements is that the proposal
passed the good government test.

City Manager Fouts thanked Captain Schwartz for starting the process and also
thanked Chief Denman, Chief Kyta and Randy Strozyck  for all their efforts. He added
that this is an exciting opportunity that has his support and he is looking forward to
moving forward.

Fire Commissioner Curt Watson stated that we need to appreciate this rare opportunity
where labor and management had worked together, and he thanked the people
involved.

Fire Commissioner Mike Tomasheck stated he believes this proposal is best for the
citizens of both the City and the Fire District and that it also provides the best solution
for firefighters to do things safely. 

The workshop concluded at 7:50 p.m.
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Recording Secretary
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